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its nobles, had come under the influence of heretical teach-
ings. The Legate sailed from Cyprus to Candia, and in
the name of the Church ordered the Venetian Governor
to seize all suspects and punish them without mercy. It
happened that the most powerful leader of the heretical
sect was a kinsman of the Governor's wife, and this com-
plicated matters and led to delay in the execution of the
Legate's orders. Pierre was not the man to be intimidated
by any form of hostility or indifference to his plans. He
declared the whole island under interdict. Churches were
closed and bells ceased to ring, while heretics became out-
laws. This proved to be an effective weapon, for all but
the leader repented their sins and were readily pardoned.
The leader, in spite of his relationship with the Governor's
family, was seized, tried and burnt to death.1
In Cyprus the Legate's fiery zeal for the conversion of
the Orthodox inhabitants to Catholicism was unlimited.
He argued with their priests in vain, however, and on one
occasion, a Greek mob was roused to the use of force.
Pierre's life became endangered in the ensuing scuffle and
only the appearance of the King's brother, the admiral,
with an armed detachment saved him with great difficulty
from the infuriated crowds. Efforts for a peaceful con-
version having failed, the Legate tried to persuade the civil
authorities in the Island to torture the Orthodox inhabi-
tants until they renounced their faith; but the King, who
explained that the Greeks outnumbered the Latins, rejected
this brutal method of satisfying Pierre's ardour.2
In regard to the crusade against Muhammadans, the
Legate never ceased throughout his career, and especially
after his memorable pilgrimage, trying to kindle enthusiasm
for the holy war. He used his diplomatic skill and re-
nowned eloquence in the service of a cause which appealed
to his imagination and piety. It was indeed largely due
to his energy that the successive expeditions of Pierre I
1 Fita, 619; Hackett, 128-9.
2 This episode occurred in December 1359.    Vita9 620 et seq.; Mak-
hairas's Chronicle (ed. Dawkins), I, 89-91 and II, 94-5; Amadi, 409;
Bustron, 258; Mas Latrie (Machaut), 281 note; ib. (Hist, de Chyprt), II,
253, 281; Hackett, 130-1.